November 2021

The Eco Ech
Caring for God’s creation. Caring for Oldham & Ashton

Thanks to Rev Mike Donmall for his photo of some of
the ‘fruits’ of our grounds at Christ Church Friezland. A
chef in our congregation identi ed the edible ones,
picked, cleaned, cooked and ate them! Waste not
COP26 is in full ow, running from Nov 1-12. You will be
seeing it on the news long with the high pro le climate
change is getting in media as a result
Psalm 95 : 3-5

Rev Grace Thomas is running nightly COP26 Compline,
holding the conference in prayer from 9pm live:
www.youtube.com/c/LifeandHope

For the Lord is the great
God, the great King above
all gods. In his hand are the

There is also a worship event at St Thomas’ in Salford on
Nov 6th. It’s a ticketed event, but entry is free:
www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/resound-worship-doxecologylive-in-salford-free-tickets-181111097167

depths of the earth, and the
mountain peaks belong to
him. The sea is his, for he
made it, and his hands
formed the dry land.

…


o


fi

.


fi

fl

ecochurch.ccf@outlook.com

1

November 2021

COP26 Aims
COP26 is generally viewed as the last opportunity to
keep runaway climate change under control and aims to
achieve four goals
1. Mitigation - countries are being asked to come
forward with ambitious 2030 reduction targets on
their road to net zero by 2050
2. Adaptation - the climate is already changing, we need
to work together to protect and restore ecosystems
and build resilience to avoid loss of homes, livelihoods
and lives
3. Mobilise Finance - developed countries must honour
their promise to release $100bn of climate nance
each year
4. Collaboration - accelerate action to tackle the climate
crisis through collaboration between governments,
businesses and civil society
The Young Christian Climate Network suggest this
needs to go further
5. Reinstate foreign aid budgets to pre-covid levels.
6. At least double the $100bn annual promise, as that
was from a decade ago
7. Ensure nance for climate-induced loss and damage
8. Push for debt cancellation so climate-vulnerable
nations can better handle the crisis
Some really good challenges there and lots of food for
thought. Hence the need to uphold the conference in
prayer for bold action
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#forpeatssake
Thanks to Katherine at St Mary’s, Green eld for nding
this RSPB campaign. Here in Oldham & Ashton we
know only too well the value of our peatland moors.
Their ability to store carbon, to hold water, etc
There are opportunities to volunteer with the RSPB in
restoring the moors hereabouts if you fancy some
practical action. RSPB are also asking people to pledge
to be peat free, such as by using non-peat composts
This may be a campaign for personal pledges, but
Katherine encourages churches to adopt it too
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/advice/
gardening-for-wildlife/plants-for-wildlife/peat-freecompost

Saving insect
Another campaign to consider comes from BugLife,
whose Vice President is the famous British Naturalist,
Steve Backshall
They tell us that insects make up over half the species on
the planet, but are in massive decline. They identify that
we need to reverse habitat loss, clean up polluted waters
and replace pesticide dependency with sustainable
farming. You can sign up to get more information, a pack
of wild ower seeds and suggested actions to help the
insects near you
https://noinsectinction-buglife.org/buglife/website
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Let nature take its course
This time of year sees a portion of nature naturally dying
and in doing so nourishing the parts that continue to
live. Nature is wild and untidy and we are inclined to put
order into it. There is may be a way to combine all these
elements in the autumn
Tidy, creative or messy piles of logs, leaves and twigs are
something that we can all create in our church yards to
nurture life. Taller logs can be upended to provide a
tower block for tunnelling beetles, while stacked logs
provide great habitat for bugs, spiders and hibernating
insects, frogs, etc
Burying a log half underground adds biodiverse
opportunities, along with making piles in damp and
shady corners or in sunny areas. Fallen leaves can be
simply raked into corners or under shrubs to create
nutritious, sheltering, insulating areas for insects. That in
turn creating a larder for birds, hedgehogs, etc
Even piling leaves into a cage of chicken wire can create
healthy, peat-free leaf mould for use in the garden in
spring. Compost heaps with a mix of green (fresh
cuttings) and brown (twigs, sticks, roots) lets nature turn
it all back into life-giving soil.
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